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L o IR
AMOR QUE LLEVA AL SACRIFICIO

TERCER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA — 3 DE MARZO, 2024

El Evangelio de hoy presenta, en la version de Juan, el episodio en el que Jesus expulsa a los
vendedores del templo de Jerusalén (cf. Juan 2, 13-25). El hizo este gesto ayudandose con un
latigo, volcd las mesas y dijo: «No hagadis de la Casa de mi Padre una casa de mercado» (v. 16).
Esta accidén decidida, realizada en proximidad de la Pascua, suscitd gran impresién en la
multitud y la hostilidad de las autoridades religiosas y de los que se sintieron amenazados en
sus intereses econdmicos. Pero, écdmo debemos interpretarla? Ciertamente no era una accién
violenta, tanto es verdad que no provocd la intervencion de los tutores del orden publico: de la
policia. iNo! Sino que fue entendida como una accidn tipica de los profetas, los cuales a menudo
denunciaban, en nombre de Dios, abusos y excesos. La cuestion que se planteaba era la de la
autoridad. De hecho los judios preguntaron a Jesus: «éQué sefial nos muestras para obrar
asi?» (v. 18), es decir équé autoridad tienes para hacer estas cosas? Como pidiendo la
demostracién de que El actuaba en nombre de Dios. Para interpretar el gesto de Jesus de
purificar la casa de Dios, sus discipulos usaron un texto biblico tomado del salmo 69: «El celo
por tu casa me devorara» (v. 17); asi dice el salmo: «pues me devora el celo de tu casa». Este
salmo es una invocacidon de ayuda en una situacién de extremo peligro a causa del odio de los
enemigos: la situacion que Jesus vivira en su pasion. El celo por el Padre y por su casa lo llevara
hasta la cruz: su celo es el del amor que lleva al sacrificio de si, no el falso que presume de
servir a Dios mediante la violencia. De hecho, el «signo» que Jesus dara como prueba de su
autoridad sera precisamente su muerte y resurreccion: «Destruid este santuario —dice— y en
tres dias lo levantaré» (v. 19). Y el evangelista anota: «El hablaba del Santuario de su
cuerpo» (v. 21). Con la Pascua de Jesus inicia el nuevo culto en el nuevo templo, el culto del
amor, y el nuevo templo es El mismo.

La actitud de Jesus contada en la actual pagina evangélica, nos exhorta a vivir nuestra vida no
en la busqueda de nuestras ventajas e intereses, sino por la gloria de Dios que es el amor.
Somos llamados a tener siempre presentes esas palabras fuertes de Jesus: «No hagais de la
Casa de mi Padre una casa de mercado» (v. 16). Es muy feo cuando la Iglesia se desliza hacia
esta actitud de hacer de la casa de Dios un mercado. Estas palabras nos ayudan a rechazar el
peligro de hacer también de nuestra alma, que es la casa de Dios, un lugar de mercado que viva
en la continua busqueda de nuestro interés en vez de en el amor generoso y solidario. Esta
enseflanza de JesUs es siempre actual, no solamente para las comunidades eclesiales, sino
también para los individuos, para las comunidades civiles y para toda la sociedad. Es comun, de
hecho, la tentacion de aprovechar las buenas actividades, a veces necesarias, para cultivar
intereses privados, o incluso ilicitos. Es un peligro grave, especialmente cuando instrumentaliza
a Dios mismo y el culto que se le debe a El, o el servicio al hombre, su imagen. Por eso Jesus
esa vez usd «las maneras fuertes», para sacudirnos de este peligro mortal.

Que la Virgen Maria nos sostenga en el compromiso de hacer de la Cuaresma una buena
ocasion para reconocer a Dios como Unico Sefior de nuestra vida, quitando de nuestro corazon y
de nuestras obras todo tipo de idolatria.

PAPA FRANCISCO — 4 de marzo de 2018
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

When | was a kid, my older siblings used to tell me what to do (no sur-
prise there!) and often backed up their, ahem, “commands,” by saying,
“Mom and Dad said so.” Interestingly, sometimes that statement was

not true (1), and | would get the right information - what to do and the
correct way to do it - directly from my parents. My experience is not
unlike that of the Israelites in today’s first reading. As they escaped from
bondage in Egypt and followed the Lord through the guidance of Moses,
they developed their own ways of doing things, listened to the wrong
people and acted as if they were indeed conveying truth. But the Lord
steps in to correct them, and in “a direct, unmediated communication”

of truth to them, gives them commandments to follow. (USCCB commentary)
These instructions for how to live a moral life in relationship with God and
with one another are the basis of the covenant they made there with the
Lord. They are the foundation of the new covenant in which we partake
through Jesus Christ, who came into our history as the perfect, unmediat-
ed communication of God.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

How do you envision Jesus? It’s easy to think of him as kind and
easy-going - the type of person who never lets his feathers get ruffled,
no matter how many times the Pharisees question and challenge him.
However, we see a different side of Jesus today - one in which he is
flipping over tables and brandishing a whip. He is driving out those who
are using his Father’s house as a place to make money rather than as

a place to worship. In the drama of that scene, let’s not overlook what
comes next in the reading. The people there at the temple, obviously
taken aback by what they have seen, ask for a sign to justify what au-
thority Jesus has to drive people out of the temple. Jesus says, “Destroy
this temple and in three days | will raise it up.” That confused people
then, but we know today that the true temple is Jesus and that his rising
from the dead would be the sign they sought. Just as the command-
ments of God have authority, so does Jesus who came as perfect obedi-
ence to those commandments to help us follow them ourselves.

PRAY  It’s easy for us to think we’re doing a good job keeping the
Lord’s commandments, but at the same time the line between right and
wrond can seem blurred at times and we may relax a bit on some of
their finer points. Try this week to dig deep within ourselves and turn to
prayer for the strength to do what is right, seeking the wisdom of God
rather than relying on human wisdom.



DIRECTORS AND COORDINATORS OF MUSIC, Cantors, Musicians, and Choir members are
invited and encouraged to participate in a Music Ministers Retreat on March 16, 2024, at Annunciation of
Our Lord Parish in Hamilton. The session begins at 9:30 a.m. and continues to 3:00 p.m. The facilitator
for the day is Dr. Glenn Byer, and his theme: Near Occasions of Grace! Dr. Byer is an award-
winning author who has written widely on liturgical and pastoral ministry, including a series in Today’s
Liturgy. The day will begin with sung Morning Prayer, followed by four 45-minute sessions on
Transfiguring our Lives and Relationships through Sacred Music. The presentations will invite participants
to sing hymns and reflect on themes. Check here for registration. An uplifting Lenten experience!

LOAVES AND LAUGHTER is a Friday night activity at St. Mary Parish in Kitchener 7pm-9pm.
Father Toby Collins, CR, Pastor of St. Mary found the bread-making equipment in Harriston. The
renowned Chef Amy of Tiny Homes Takeout refined the recipe and the baking methods to consistently
produce a large quantity of sliced sandwich bread. Andrew Zettel, Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary
Parish, encouraged community members to gather on Friday nights for Loaves and Laughter, to make
bread and have a lot of fun! It is a creative and fun-filled way to build a welcoming faith community!

HOLY WEEK RESOURCE FOR TEENS The Office of Youth Ministry will be publishing, Walking
the Way a Holy Week Journal for Teens. This resource has been developed for youth aged 13-16 in
mind. The journal bridges the Gospel readings for each day of Holy Week to practical ways young people
can live out the message. The journal also has reflections from Pope Francis’ letter, Chistus Vivit for
young people to consider. The Holy Week Journal can be found here: http://tinyurl.com/yyxvxwy;j

ENGLISH SCHEDULE HORARIOS EN ESPANOL
Saturday, March 2 5:00 PM Mass Sabado 2 de marzo Misa 7:00 PM
+Diane Yantha +Marlene Schlumkoski +Gloria Valle +Chiquinquira de Alguidigue
Sunday, March 3 9:00 AM Mass , .
Third Sunday of Lent Domlnq'o 3 de marzo Misa 11:00 AM
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased Il Domingo de Cuaresma ,
Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Tuesday, March 5 11:00 AM )
+George Runstedler Liturgy of the Word Martes 5 de Marzo . 12:00 PM
Wednesday, March 6 11:00 AM _ Liturgia de la Palabra
Liturgy of the Word Miercoles 6 de Marzo . 12;00 PM
Thursday, March 7 11:00 AM Liturgia de la Palabra
+Stella Dombroskie  Liturgy of the Word Jueves 7 de Marzo . 12,‘00 PM
Friday, March 8 11:00 AM , Liturgia de la Palabra
+Raymond Solomon  Liturgy of the Word Viernes 8 de marzo ) 12,:00 PM
Liturgia de la Palabra
Saturday, March 9 5:00 PM Mass .
+Ron Craig +John McMahon Sabado 9 de marzo Misa 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 10 9:00 AM Mass Domingo 10 de marzo Misa 11:00 AM
Fourth Sunday of Lent IV Domingo de Cuaresma
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased Por la Comunidad Parroquial

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE — CARITAS CANADA’S CREATE HOPE: Reaping our
Rights campaign calls you to stand with small-scale farmers and peasant communities who feed the
world while caring for the Earth. For more information see devp.org/lent.

Denouncing oil pollution in Nigeria—Nigeria is Africa’s largest economy and biggest oil
producer. Despite oil exports worth billions of dollars, millions of Nigerians remain in poverty and face
food insecurity. In the south, pollution and contamination by the oil industry are causing great hardship.

Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s partner Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF)
defends farmers’ rights and helps protect their lands.

To learn more about the work of HOMEF, read our Mini-magazine and watch the video at devp.org/lent.


https://devp.org/en/campaign/reaping-our-rights/
https://devp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EN_2024_minimag.pdf
https://devp.org/en/campaign/reaping-our-rights/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/events/2024/01/music-ministers-retreat-near-occasions-of-grace/
http://tinyurl.com/yyxvxwyj

