oficina@parroquiaguadalupe.ca Parroquia Nuestra Sefiora de \/ ‘.

O S T3S ctchener A%
LA LUZ DE DIOS ES MAS PODERQOSA

SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR — 7 DE ENERQ, 2024

Celebramos hoy la solemnidad de la Epifania, es decir, la manifestacién del Sefor a todas las gentes:
en efecto, la salvacidn realizada por Cristo no conoce confines, es para todos. La Epifania no es otro
misterio, es siempre el mismo misterio de la Natividad, pero visto en su dimensiéon de luz: luz que
ilumina a cada hombre, luz que hay que acoger en la fe y luz que hay que llevar a los demas en la
caridad, en el testimonio, en el anuncio del Evangelio.

La vision de Isaias, recordada en la liturgia de hoy (cf. 60,1-6), resuena en nuestro tiempo mas
actual que nunca: «La oscuridad cubre la tierra, y espesa nube a los pueblos» (v. 2). En este
horizonte, el profeta anuncia la luz: la luz dada por Dios a Jerusalén y destinada a iluminar el camino
de todos los pueblos. Esta luz tiene la fuerza de atraer a todos, cercanos y lejanos, todos se ponen
en camino para alcanzarla (cf. v. 3). Es una visidn que abre el corazon, infunde aliento, invita a la
esperanza. Por supuesto, la oscuridad esta presente y amenazadora en la vida de cada uno y en la
historia de la humanidad, pero la luz de Dios es mas poderosa. Se trata de acogerla para que brille
sobre todos. Pero podemos preguntarnos: édonde esta esta luz? El profeta la vislumbraba de lejos,
pero ya era suficiente para llenar el corazon de Jerusalén de gozo incontenible.

¢Dénde esta esta luz? El evangelista Mateo, por su parte, al relatar el episodio de los Magos (cf. 2, 1
-12), muestra que esta luz es el Nifio de Bglén, es Jesus, aunque no todos acepten su realeza. Es
mas, algunos la rechazan, como Herodes. El es la estrella que aparecié en el horizonte, el Mesias
esperado, Aquel a través del cual Dios realiza su reino de amor, su reino de justicia, su reino de paz.
Nacié no solo para algunos, sino para todos los hombres, para todos los pueblos. La luz es para
todos los pueblos, la salvacion es para todos los pueblos.

&Y como tiene lugar esta “irradiacién”? éComo se difunde la luz de Cristo en todo lugar y en todo
momento? Tiene su método para difundirse. No lo hace a través de los poderosos medios de los
imperios de este mundo, que siempre estan buscando dominarlo. No, la luz de Cristo se difunde a
través del anuncio del Evangelio. El anuncio, la palabra y el testimonio. Y con el mismo “método”
elegido por Dios para venir entre nosotros: la encarnacién, es decir, hacerse préjimo del otro,
encontrarlo, asumir su realidad y llevar el testimonio de nuestra fe, cada uno. Sélo asi la luz de
Cristo, que es Amor, puede brillar en quienes lo acogen y atraer a los demas. La luz de Cristo no se
extiende solo con palabras, con métodos falsos, empresariales... No, no. Fe, palabra, testimonio: asi
se amplia la luz de Cristo. La estrella es Cristo, pero también nosotros podemos y debemos ser la
estrella, para nuestros hermanos y hermanas, como testigos de los tesoros de infinita bondad y
misericordia que el Redentor ofrece gratuitamente a todos. La luz de Cristo no se expande por
proselitismo, se expande por el testimonio, por la confesidn de la fe. También por el martirio.

Por tanto, la condicién es acoger esta luz en uno mismo, acogerla cada vez mas. iAy de nosotros si
pensaramos que la poseemos!, iay de nosotros si pensaramos que solo tenemos que “administrarla”!
También nosotros, como los Magos, estamos llamados a dejarnos siempre fascinar, atraer, guiar,
iluminar y convertir por Cristo: es el camino de la fe, a través de la oracion y la contemplacién de las
obras de Dios, que continuamente nos llenan de alegria y de asombro, un asombro siempre nuevo.
El asombro es siempre el primer paso para avanzar en esta luz.

Invoquemos la proteccion de Maria sobre la Iglesia universal, para que ella difunda en todo el
mundo el Evangelio de Cristo, luz de todas las gentes, luz de todos los pueblos.

PAPA FRANCISCO — 6 de enero, 2021



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

It’s interesting how an event can be interpreted by different people.
God’s revelation of himself in the birth of the child Jesus is clearly
one such event. The Magi, Gentiles from the east, had heard of this
“newborn king of the Jews” and undertook a long and arduous jour-
ney to see him and offer him homage. They were edified and eager
in their search. Herod, himself a king - of the Jews - did not have
the same reaction. The very thought of this “newborn king” threat-
ened him and filled him with rage and suspicion. In this moment

in human history, the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles (i.e.,

the Epiphany) unveils the truth of God’s redemptive work for all of
creation to be reconciled to himself. This truth has been accepted
and rejected throughout time, and our celebration of this feast gives
us an opportunity to give thanks in a focused and particular way for
our acceptance of it - to give thanks for the gift of our faith. Perhaps
it is even a moment for us to have our own, colloquial epiphany: an
“aha moment,” where we once again truly understand the depth of
God’s love for us.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

The Madgi, the Gentiles from the east, were changed after their
encounter with the Christ Child; they were warned not to return to
Herod and they obeyed and took a different route home. In today’s
second reading, St. Paul says it has been revealed that Gentiles are
“coheirs, members of the same body” - the body of Christ. Just as
the magi were forever changed by their journey, so must we be.
Their journey is a model for us, but we do not have to seek Christ
in the world as they did; he is here with us, in Word and in the Eu-
charist. The Incarnation of Jesus is pure gift to our weary, troubled
world. As we heard in Isaiah, “rise up! ... [our] light has come, the
dlory of the Lord shines upon [us].” As the Magi followed the light
of the star, let us rise to the occasion and respond to God’s light

in our world by recognizing the good gifts God gives us each day.
And then thank him for his enduring presence in our lives.

PRAY Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star ...
Fill us with the light of Christ,
that our concern for others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
(from USCCB Epiphany prayer for blessing of home)



ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL
Saturday, January 6 5:00 PM Sabado 6 de enero 7:00 PM
+Edward Yutronkie +Rafael Vanegas
Sunday, January 7 9:00 AM Domingo 7 de enero 11:00 AM
The Epiphany of the Lord La Epifania del Sefior
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Monday, January 8 11:00 AM Lunes 8 de enero 12:00 PM
The Baptism of the Lord El Bautismo del Serior
Tuesday, January 9 11:00 AM Martes 9 de enero 12:00 PM
Wednesday, January 10 11:00 AM Miércoles 10 de enero 12:00 PM
For the Intentions of Moices Caballero
Thursday. January 11 11:00 AM Jueves 11 de enero 12:00 PM
Friday, January 12 11:00 AM Viernes 12 de enero 12:00 PM
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Santa Margarita Bourgeoys
+Peter Bleskie
Saturday, January 13 5:00 PM Sabado 13 de enero 7:00 PM
Sunday, January 14 9:00 AM Domingo 14 de enero 11:00 AM
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Il Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased Por la Comunidad Parroquial

ReStart: Refresh, Renew, Revive A gathering for separated and divorced individuals
offering learning, support, and more these meetings offer continual support and insights for people on
their journey through the divorce/separation process and beyond. The meetings take place from
January 12 to June 14, 2024. The meetings are held from 7 - 9 pm on the second and third Friday of
the month via Zoom and in person at the Chancery Office at 700 King St. West. If you wish to join,
use this link Register for ReStart or call 905-528-7988 ext. 2249 or e-mail
familyministry@hamiltondiocese.com, to indicate which meetings you will attend.

SEPARATED / DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP WATERLOO Life changes are

never easy. After a separation or divorce, you may be feeling isolated or need of support and healing
to adjust to your new life? Come together with others to realize there is a ‘second act’. Join us on the
3rd Tuesday of every month - 7:30-8:30 pm — January 16. Feel free to come early and join our Parish
in prayer - 7:00pm Mass. We will meet in the Parish Centre (basement) at 7:30pm. To register:
Phone 519-884-9311, or Email: parish@stmichaelw.ca

When Life Changes The Hamilton Diocese is offering a new grief program. Has someone you
cared about died? Are you grieving the loss of the person’s presence in your life? Are you looking for
relief from the feelings associated with the loss of this loved one? You are not alone! Our six-week
grief program starts January 17 and will be held from 1:30-3:00 pm at the Chancery Office at 700
King St. West. You are welcome to join in person or by zoom. To register go to hamiltondiocese.com
and look for the start date under upcoming events on the home page.

St. Agnes Education Café Event: “Difficult People, Dysfunctional Families & Broken
Relationships: Loving & Forgiving Our Way to Healing”. Sometimes we are faced with difficult
relationships, whether in our families, workplaces or beyond, continually challenging us to love &
forgive. When hurtful behaviour persists & attempts to mend are continually met with hard hearts, how
do we love & forgive despite it all,... just as we are called to do? January 28th 2:00pm, St. Agnes
Parish, with speaker Fr. Michael King.


https://sites.google.com/view/hamilton-restart/home
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