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ALEGRIA, ORACION Y GRATITUD

[ DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO — [7 DE DICIEMBRE, 2023

Los domingos pasados la liturgia subrayd lo que significa tener una actitud de vigilancia y lo que
implica concretamente preparar el camino del Sefior. En este tercer domingo de Adviento, llamado
«domingo de la alegria», la liturgia nos invita a entender el espiritu con el que tiene lugar todo esto,
es decir, precisamente, la alegria. San Pablo nos invita a preparar la venida del Sefior asumiendo
tres actitudes. Escuchad bien: tres actitudes. Primero, la alegria constante; segundo, la oracidn
perseverante; tercero, el continuo agradecimiento. Alegria constante, oracién perseverante y
continuo agradecimiento.

La primera actitud, alegria constante: «Estad siempre alegres» (1 Tesalonicenses 5, 16) dice san
Pablo. Es decir, permanecer siempre en la alegria, incluso cuando las cosas no van segln nuestros
deseos; pero esta esa alegria profunda que es la paz: también eso es alegria, esta dentro. Y la paz
es una alegria «a nivel del suelo» pero es una alegria. Las angustias, las dificultades y los
sufrimientos atraviesan la vida de cada uno, todos nosotros lo conocemos; y muchas veces, la
realidad que nos rodea parece ser inhdspita y arida, parecida al desierto en el que resonaba la voz
de Juan Bautista, como recuerda el Evangelio de hoy (cf Juan 1, 23). Pero precisamente las palabras
del Bautista revelan que nuestra alegria se sostiene sobre una certeza, que este desierto esta
habitado: «en medio de vosotros —dice— esta uno a quien no conocéis» (v 26). Se trata de Jesus,
el enviado del Padre que viene, como subraya Isaias «a anunciar la buena nueva a los pobres me ha
enviado, a vendar los corazones rotos; a pregonar a los cautivos la liberacidn, y a los reclusos la
libertad; a pregonar afio de gracia de Yahveh» (61, 1-2). Estas palabras, que Jesus hara suyas en el
discurso de la sinagoga de Nazaret (cf Lucas 4, 16-19) aclaran que su misién en el mundo consiste
en la liberacidn del pecado y de las esclavitudes personales y sociales que ello produce. El vino a la
tierra para devolver a los hombres la dignidad y la libertad de los hijos de Dios que solo El puede
comunicar y a dar la alegria por esto. La alegria que caracteriza la espera del Mesias se basa en la
oracion perseverante: esta es la segunda actitud. San Pablo dice: «Orad constantemente» (1
Tesalonicenses 5, 17). Por medio de la oracidon podemos entrar en una relacion estable con Dios,
que es la fuente de la verdadera alegria. La alegria del cristiano no se compra, no se puede
comprar; viene de la fe y del encuentro con Jesucristo, razon de nuestra felicidad. Y cuanto mas
enraizados estamos en Cristo, cuanto mas cercanos estamos a Jesus, mas encontramos la serenidad
interior, incluso en medio de las contradicciones cotidianas. Por eso el cristiano, habiendo
encontrado a Jesus, no puede ser un profeta de desventura, sino un testigo y un heraldo de alegria.
Una alegria a compartir con los demas; una alegria contagiosa que hace menos fatigoso el camino
de la vida. La tercera actitud indicada por Pablo es el continuo agradecimiento, es decir, un amor
agradecido con Dios. El, de hecho, es muy generoso con nosotros y nosotros estamos invitados a
reconocer siempre sus beneficios, su amor misericordioso, su paciencia y bondad, viviendo asi en un
incesante agradecimiento.

Alegria, oracién y gratitud son tres comportamientos que nos preparan para vivir la Navidad de un
modo auténtico. Alegria, oracidon y gratitud. Digamos todos juntos: alegria, oracion y gratitud. En
esta ultima parte del tiempo de Adviento, nos confiamos a la materna intercesion de la Virgen Maria.
Ella es «causa de nuestra alegria», no solo porque ha procreado a Jesus, sino porque nos refiere

continuamente a El.
PAPA FRANCISCO — 17 de diciembre del 2017



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pPRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” Such simple words from
today’s second reading. And yet it is not always easy to put
them into practice. It is difficult to rejoice if we or people we
love are hurting. It can be hard to pray when life is pulling us in
a thousand different directions. But on this Gaudete Sunday, the
Sunday of rejoicing, we are asked to focus on a truth that can
make both rejoicing and praying easier: Jesus entered humanity
in flesh and blood to save us from our sins. This truth means that
even if we don’t feel like there is much gladness or joy in our
lives today, we can rejoice in the knowledge that we all have the
chance to spend eternity in a place where pain, disappointment
and suffering will be no more. With our eyes focused on that
prize, praying can become a natural part of our days.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Sometimes, | can make everything so complicated. | want to
create charts and checklists to ensure that | am doing every-
thing just right. But St. Paul’s words today make me realize
that living well is really not that complicated. He writes:
“Retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil.” That’s
it! Of course, while this is not complicated, it does require us
to make prayerful, faithful efforts toward this end - and it is
an end for which God has given us his grace, the help of the
Church, and the prayers of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
This includes St. Paul, who prays for us, “May the God of
peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit,
soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” This is what is good in these dark days of
Advent: the light of Christ is coming into our world. The Gos-
pel says that John the Baptist testified to this truth - to the
light. We can too! Let us continue to pray, to rejoice and to
give thanks for God’s gifts, especially the gift of his Son.

SING Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:

Love, the star, is on the way.



Heart to Heart

December 15, 2023 (#525)

CHRISTMAS 2023

Dear Friends,

We will soon celebrate the great Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord — Christmas. Already Christmas cards are
in the mail, Christmas music fills the airwaves, and Christmas décor can be seen on, and in, our homes.
Christmas gifts are being exchanged. Choirs are practicing Christmas music and parishioners are beginning to
decorate the churches in preparation for the Christmas liturgies. Advertisements throughout the diocese
encourage Catholics to “Come Home For Christmas”! We want to welcome sisters and brothers who worship
with us at Christmas, so all will experience the profound blessing of being a follower of Jesus Christ — the King
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, as Handel’s Messiah so beautifully proclaims!

And when we give each other Christmas gifts

in His name, let us remember that He has
given us the sun and the moon and the stars,
and the earth with its forests and mountains
and oceans - and all that lives and move
upon them. He has given us all green things
and everything that blossoms and bears fruit
and all that we quarrel about and all that we
have misused - and to save us from our
foolishness, from all our sins, He came down

to earth and gave us Himself.

- Sigrid Undset

At this darkest time of the year, “Jesus is born
in our midst; He is God with us. He comes to
accompany our daily lives, to share with us in
all things: our joys and sorrows, our hopes and
fears. He comes as a helpless child. He is born
in the cold night, poor among the poor. In need
of everything, he knocks at the door of our
hearts to find warmth and shelter.” (Pope
Francis, Christmas Message 2022)

During these Christmas festivities, take time to
recall your blessings and give thanks in quiet
prayer. When caught up in the hustle and bustle
of Christmas preparations, be attentive to
recognize the abundant presence of grace and
goodness that surrounds you. The Lord reveals
himself still in boundless acts of kindness and
generosity. When you are aware of his
presence through others, allow him to move
you deeply, and to be generous in turn. His
mercy works in and through us. As we are
blessed by the goodness of others, so others are
blessed by our generous acts!

The 1928 Nobel Prize winning Norwegian
author, Sigrid Undset, wrote this beautiful
reflection on Christmas. I offer it as a gentle
gift of wisdom.

Our Lady of the Annunciation, pray for us!

Ex corde, 7‘@&%&4, OMI



ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 16

5PM

Sunday, December 17 Third Sunday of Advent
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, December 19

11AM +Todd Shagena

Wednesday, December 20

11AM

Thursday, December 21

11AM

Friday, December 22

11AM

Saturday, December 23

5PM

Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent

9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased
The Nativity of the Lord—Christmas Eve
5PM

Monday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord—Christmas Day
9AM For the Sick & Shut-ins of our Parish

HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL

Sabado 16 de Diciembre

7PM Accion de Gracias Marco Vanegas & Sandra Jimenez
+Rafael Vanegas +Jorge Jimenez +Vladimir Ivic
Domingo 17 de Diciembre /l/ Domingo de Adviento

11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Martes 19 de Diciembre

12PM

Miércoles 20 de Diciembre

12PM +Pedro Fernandez

Jueves 21 de Diciembre

12PM

Viernes 22 de Diciembre

12PM Accioén de Gracias Rosie Fernandez
Sabado 23 de Diciembre

7PM Accion de Gracias Familia Molina
+Francisco Cardenas
Domingo 24 de Diciembre

1V Domingo de Adviento

11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Natividad del Sefior Misa de la Noche
7PM

Lunes 25 de Diciembre

Natividad del Sefior Misa del Dia
11AM

Christmas at the Cathedral Basilica
The traditional Christmas Midnight Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of Christ
the King will be celebrated by His Excellency, Bishop Douglas Crosby, OMI

on December 25, 2023 at 12:00 am. And will be

their YouTube channel.

Bambinelli Sunday

Blessing for Nativity scene figurine of Jesus:

God our Father,
you loved us so much
you sent us your only Son, Jesus,
Born of the Virgin Mary,

To save us and lead us back to you.
We pray that, with your blessing,
These images of Jesus might be
A sign of your presence and love

in our homes.

Good Father, give your blessing
To all who gather with us this Christmas,
Family and friends.

Open our hearts,

That we might receive Jesus in joy,
Always do what he asks of us,

And see him in those who need our love.

Pope Benedict XVI (2008)

livestreamed on

Domingo de Bambinelli
Bendicién de la imagen del Nino Jesus:

Dios, Padre nuestro:
tu amor por nosotros es tan grande
gue nos enviaste a tu Hijo Jesus.
El nacio de la Virgen Maria
para salvarnos y conducirnos hacia ti.
Te rogamos que, con tu bendicidn,
estas imagenes de Jesus
sean un signo de tu presencia
y de tu amor en nuestros hogares.
Padre Bueno: Bendice a nuestros familiares
y amigos esta Navidad.
Abre nuestros corazones
para que recibamos al Nifio Jesus
con alegria, que vivamos conforme a lo que
El nos ensena
y que siempre podamos encontrarlo
en aquellos que necesitan de nuestro amor.

Papa Benedicto XVI (2008)


https://www.youtube.com/@cathedralbasilicaofchristt8296

