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LA AUTORIDAD ES UNA AYUDA

XXXI DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO — 5 DE NOVIEMBRE, 2023

El Evangelio de hoy (cf Mateo 23, 1-12) estd ambientado en los Ultimos dias de la vida de Jesus, en
Jerusalén; dias cargados de expectativas y también de tensiones. Por un lado Jesus dirige criticas severas
a los escribas y a los fariseos, por otra deja importantes mandatos a los cristianos de todos los tiempos,
por tanto también a nosotros.

El dice a la multitud: «En la catedra de Moisés se han sentado los escribas y los fariseos. Haced, pues, y
observad todo lo que os digan». Esto significa que ellos tienen la autoridad de ensefar lo que es
conforme a la Ley de Dios. Sin embargo, justo después, Jesus afiade: «pero no imitéis su conducta,
porque dicen y no hacen» (v. 2-3). Hermanos y hermanas, un defecto frecuente en los que tienen una
autoridad, tanto autoridad civil como eclesiastica, es el de exigir de los otros cosas, también justas, pero
que ellos no ponen en practica en primera persona. Tienen una doble vida. Dice Jesus: «Atan cargas
pesadas y las echan a las espaldas de la gente, pero ellos ni con el dedo quieren moverlas» (v. 4). Esta
actitud es un mal ejercicio de la autoridad, que sin embargo deberia tener su primera fuerza
precisamente en el buen ejemplo.

La autoridad nace del buen ejemplo, para ayudar a los otros a practicar lo que es justo y necesario,
sosteniéndoles en las pruebas que se encuentran en el camino del bien. La autoridad es una ayuda, pero
si estd mal ejercida, se convierte en opresiva, no deja crecer a las personas y crea un clima de
desconfianza y de hostilidad, y lleva también a la corrupcion.

JesUs denuncia abiertamente algunos comportamientos negativos de los escribas y de algunos fariseos:
«quieren el primer puesto en los banquetes y los primeros asientos en las sinagogas, que se les salude
en las plazas» (v. 6-7).

Esta es la tentacién que corresponde a la soberbia humana y que no siempre es facil de vencer. Es la
actitud de vivir solo por la apariencia.

Después JesUs les da mandatos a sus discipulos: «no os dejéis llamar “Rabbi”, porque uno solo es
vuestro Maestro, y vosotros sois todos hermanos. [...] Ni tampoco os dejéis llamar “Directores”, porque
uno solo es vuestro Director: el Cristo. El mayor entre vosotros sera vuestro servidor» (vv. 8-11).

Nosotros discipulos de Jesus no debemos buscar titulo de honor, de autoridad o de supremacia. Yo os
digo que a mi personalmente me duele ver a personas que psicoldgicamente viven corriendo detras de la
vanidad de las condecoraciones. Nosotros, discipulos de Jesus, no debemos hacer esto, ya que entre
nosotros debe haber una actitud sencilla y fraterna.

Todos somos hermanos y no debemos de ninguna manera dominar a los otros y mirarlos desde arriba.
No. Todos somos hermanos. Si hemos recibido cualidades del Padre celeste, debemos ponerlas al servicio
de los hermanos, y no aprovecharnos para nuestra satisfaccion e interés personal. No debemos
considerarnos superiores a los otros; la modestia es esencial para una existencia que quiere ser conforme
a la ensefanza de Jesus, que es manso y humilde de corazon y ha venido no para ser servido sino para
servir.

Que la Virgen Maria, «humilde y alta mas que otra criatura» (Dante, Paraiso, XXXIII, 2), nos ayude, con
su materna intercesion, a rehuir del orgullo y de la vanidad, y a ser mansos y déciles al amor que viene
de Dios, para el servicio de nuestros hermanos y para su alegria, que sera también la nuestra.
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

We all want to feel special and be noticed. We see it in Adam and
Eve’s decision to eat the fruit in the garden after the snake prom-
ises “your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods.” (Gen 3:5)
The scribes and the Pharisees in today’s Gospel certainly appear
to fall into this category of wanting to be noticed: “All their works
are performed to be seen,” Jesus says. To be clear, we ARE each
unique children of God: chosen by him and called by nhame. We are
“wonderfully made” by the Lord (Ps 139:14), and that alone makes us
valuable beyond measure. The problem arises when we begin to
see our value as something we are responsible for on our own. We
no longer give glory to God and acknowledge him as the fount of
all good things. Instead, we are tempted to take credit for ourselves
- that was the error of the scribes and the Pharisees, and it is one
against which we should guard ourselves.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Today’s readings are instructive and, frankly, a good remind-

er that as God’s beloved children baptized into Christ, we are
called to a higher standard. What is this higher standard? First,
it entails “[giving] thanks to God unceasingly,” as St. Paul said in
today’s reading. It also involves practicing what we preach in a
way the Pharisees do not. At the heart of Jesus’ message today
is telling us, his followers, how we are meant to live. We are to
follow Jesus’ words and strive to imitate his actions with hu-
mility and love. Does this mean loving unconditionally? It does.
Does this mean not seeking places of honor but rather having a
servant’s attitude? It does. Are these postures and attitudes that
come naturally to us as human beings? As descendants of Adam
and Eve? Perhaps not. But if we wish to make Jesus the master
of our lives, let us discern where we can be serving others better
and putting our energy into the work of building God’s kingdom.

PRAY The Catechism calls humility the “foundation of prayer.”
(ccc 2559) Let us pray this week for the humility to do God’s will
without any praise or recognition. Let us ask the Holy Spirit for
wisdom to know what the Lord wants from us and to joyfully fulfill
that call even if it means working in the shadows where no one
will notice.



ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL

Saturday, November 4 Sabado 4 de Noviembre

5PM +Edward Yutronkie +William Dombrowkie 7PM

Sunday, November 5 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Domingo 5 de Noviembre XXX/ Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Tuesday, November 7 Martes 7 de noviembre

11AM NO MASS 12PM NO HAY MISA

Wednesday, November 8 Miércoles 8 de Noviembre

11AM 12PM

Thursday, November 9 The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica Jueves 9 de Noviembre Dedicacion de la Basilica de Letran
11AM 12PM

Friday, November 10 Saint Leo the Great Viernes 10 de Noviembre San Leén Magno

11AM +Hans Friedrich 12PM +Wendy Rivera

Saturday, November 11 Sabado 11 de Noviembre

5PM +Hans Friedrich 7PM +Domingo Palacios

Sunday, November 12 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Domingo 12 de Noviembre XXXII Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial

There will be no 11:00 am English Mass Tuesday November 7.

No habra Misa de 12:00 pm ni sacramento de Reconciliacion el martes 7
de noviembre.

Forward Together in Christ We want to hear from you! Join us for a parish meeting on
Saturday, November 25 from 10am to 12pm, in the parish hall. This is an opportunity to help us
move Forward Together in Christ, to move from where we are to where we would like to be.
Please consider joining us for this important gathering as we believe your presence and voice is
vital. Let's come together, pray together, and work together to strengthen our church
community.

St. John’s Catholic Women’s League Day of Spirituality, Saturday, November
11" in the parish hall. Gather at 9:00 a.m. for coffee and refreshments. Guest Speaker 9:30 a.m.
Moices Caballero speaking on “Eternal Life”. The morning ends with Midday Prayer and
Adoration upstairs in the church. All are welcome to attend, including men. For further
information, contact Wende Bedirian 226-972-0342 or wendebedirian@gmail.com

THE SYNOD PARTICIPANTS atthe 16™ Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of

Bishops have published a letter to the People of God as the event concludes. Gathered together
in Rome since September 30th, the Synod ends last weekend. The letter summarizes the
experience of the Synod and gives an insider’s view of what occurred over the past month. “The
Church ... needs to listen to the laity, women and men, all called to holiness by virtue of their
baptismal vocation: to the testimony of catechists, who in many situations are the first
proclaimers of the Gospel; to the simplicity and vivacity of children, the enthusiasm of youth, to
their questions, and their pleas; to the dreams, the wisdom and the memory of elderly people.
The Church needs to listen to families, to their educational concerns, to the Christian witness
they offer in today’s world. She needs to welcome the voice of those who want to be involved in
lay ministries and to participate in discernment and decision-making structures.” Read the entire
letter here.

Interpreters Needed Do you speak Arabic (Modern Standard Arabic or Colloquial
(Ammiya) Arabic of Iraq), Blin (Bilen), Cantonese, Croatian, Hausa, Igbo, Korean, Mandarin,
Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, Thai, Tigre, Tigrinya, Vietnamese, Yoruba, or Zulu? Our diocesan
marriage tribunal needs your help. In some marriage annulment cases, withesses prefer to
speak these languages when they give their formal testimony. Would you like to serve as an
interpreter? To find out more, please contact Mrs. Lori Lewis at tribunal@hamiltondiocese.com.




