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PIENSA EN TU FIN Y DEJA DE ODIAR

XXIV DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO — 7 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 2023

En la paradbola que leemos en el Evangelio de hoy, la del rey misericordioso (cf. Mt 18,21-35), encontramos dos
veces esta sUplica: «Ten paciencia conmigo que todo te lo pagaré» (vv. 26.29). La primera vez la pronuncia el
siervo que le debe a su amo diez mil talentos, una suma enorme, hoy serian millones y millones de euros. La
segunda vez la repite otro criado del mismo amo. El también tiene deudas, no con su amo, sino con el siervo que
tiene esa enorme deuda. Y su deuda es muy pequefa, quiza como el sueldo de una semana.

El centro de la parabola es la indulgencia que el amo muestra hacia el siervo mas endeudado. El evangelista
subraya que «el sefor tuvo compasion —no olvidéis nunca esta palabra que es propia de Jesus: “Tuvo
compasion”, Jesus siempre tuvo compasion—, tuvo compasion de aquel siervo, le dejéo marchar y le perdond la
deuda» (v. 27). iUna deuda enorme, por tanto, una condonacién enorme! Pero ese criado, inmediatamente
después, se muestra despiadado con su compafiero, que le debe una modesta suma. No lo escucha, le insulta y lo
hace encarcelar, hasta que haya pagado la deuda (cf. v. 30), esa pequefia deuda. El amo se entera de esto v,
enojado, llama al siervo malvado y lo condena (cf. vv. 32-34). “¢Yo te he perdonado tanto y tU eres incapaz de
perdonar este poco?”.

Vemos en esta parabola dos actitudes diferentes: la de Dios, representado por el rey —que perdona tanto, porque
Dios perdona siempre—, y la del hombre. En la actitud divina, la justicia estd impregnada de misericordia,
mientras que la actitud humana se limita a la justicia. Jesis nos exhorta a abrirnos valientemente al poder del
perddn, porque no todo en la vida se resuelve con la justicia, lo sabemos. Es necesario ese amor misericordioso,
que también es la base de la respuesta del Sefor a la pregunta de Pedro que precede a la parabola, la pregunta
de Pedro suena asi: «Sefior, dime, écuantas veces tengo que perdonar las ofensas que me haga mi hermano?» (v.
21). Y Jesus le respondid: «No te digo hasta siete veces, sino hasta setenta veces siete» (v. 22). En el lenguaje
simbdlico de la Biblia, esto significa que estamos llamados a perdonar siempre.

iCuanto sufrimiento, cuantas divisiones, cuantas guerras podrian evitarse, si el perdon y la misericordia fueran el
estilo de nuestra vida! También en familia, también en familia. Cuantas familias desunidas que no saben
perdonarse, cuantos hermanos y hermanas que tienen ese rencor en su interior. Es necesario aplicar el amor
misericordioso en todas las relaciones humanas: entre los esposos, entre padres e hijos, dentro de nuestras
comunidades, en la Iglesia y también en la sociedad y la politica.

Hoy por la manana mientras celebraba la misa me detuve, me llamo la atencion una frase de la primera lectura
del libro de Siracida, la frase dice: «Acuérdate de las postrimerias, y deja ya de odiar» (Si 28,6). iBonita frase!
iPero piensa en el final! Piensa que estaras en un ataid... ¢y te llevaras el odio alli? Piensa en el final, ideja de
odiar! Deja el rencor. Pensemos en esta conmovedora frase: «Acuérdate de las postrimerias, y deja ya de odiar».
Y no es facil perdonar porque en los momentos tranquilos uno dice: “Si, pero éste me ha hecho todo tipo de
cosas, pero yo también he hecho muchas. Mejor perdonar para ser perdonado”. Pero luego el rencor vuelve, como
una molesta mosca en el verano que vuelve y vuelve y vuelve... Perdonar no es sélo algo momentaneo, es algo
continuo contra este rencor, este odio que vuelve. Pensemos en el final, dejemos de odiar.

La parabola de hoy nos ayuda a comprender plenamente el significado de esa frase que recitamos en la oracion
del Padre nuestro: «Perdonanos nuestras deudas, asi como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores» (Mt 6,
12). Estas palabras contienen una verdad decisiva. No podemos pretender para nosotros el perdén de Dios, si
nosotros, a nuestra vez, no concedemos el perddn a nuestro prdjimo. Es una condicion: piensa en el final, en el
perdon de Dios, y deja ya de odiar; echa el rencor, esa molesta mosca que vuelve y regresa. Si no nos esforzamos
por perdonar y amar, tampoco seremos perdonados ni amados.

Encomendémonos a la maternal intercesidon de la Madre de Dios: que Ella nos ayude a darnos cuenta de cuanto
estamos en deuda con Dios, y a recordarlo siempre, para tener el corazén abierto a la misericordia y a la bondad.

PAPA FRANCISCO — 13 de septiembre del 2020



AODAYS FORLIFE

Pray to End Abortion

From September 27" to November 5™, 2023 we invite you to
join together with over a million volunteers across North America
who will simultaneously participate in 40 consecutive days of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. 40 Days for Life saves
the lives of children in the womb who do not have the chance to
stand up for themselves. You are encouraged to get involved by Prayer and Fasting for an
end to abortion, as well as attending a Peaceful Vigil outside of Freeport Hospital, for an
allocated hour between 7am and 7pm, seven days a week. We encourage volunteers to
consider Adopting-an-Hour a week; which is only 6 hours over the span of the campaign
and this would greatly help in filling all the hours. It is vital to spread the message that
human life is sacred and that a law needs to come into effect to stop the killing of
innocent babies.

" SAVE
L IVES

You can either sign up for prayer hours online at www.40daysforlife.com/kitchener or by
emailing/calling Ewelina at 40DaysKW@gmail.com or 519-904-2620. It is VERY
IMPORTANT, that you sign up BEFORE coming to the vigil site as this prevents one of the
committee or emergency back-up members from driving out to the site.

You are also invited to join us for the OPENING RALLY which will be held on Tuesday
September 25th, 2023 at Sacred Heart Parish, 66 Shanley Street, Kitchener. We will
begin with Holy Mass at 7pm. Refreshments and sign-ups will follow; please come to
pray for the success of this Campaign and the protection of all life in our country!

Struggling After an Abortion? Either your own, or someone else’s? Do you
feel alone, emotional, or angry? Project Rachel is available to help. This confidential
service allows people to work through their feelings on an individual basis, with a
trained counsellor, to find hope and healing. Please contact us at 905-526-1999 or
toll free at 1-888-385-3850.

Marriage Support - Your marriage doesn’t have to feel like it is more trouble than
joy, that it feels stagnant or disconnected and/or that it is causing you constant stress.
The solution is Retrouvaille - a program for married couples facing difficult challenges in
their relationship. Retrouvaille has one purpose: to help couples restore their marriage
and rebuild a loving relationship. This is a practical program, where sharing is not
required except between the couple themselves, designed to improve communication,
build stronger marriages, and help couples reconnect. It also works well for couples who
may be considering separation or divorce. The next Retrouvaille weekend is Oct. 20-22.
For more information call 905-664-5212 or email teamrecine@gmail.com.
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ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL

Saturday, September 16 Sabado 16 de Septiembre

5PM +Peter Perilli 7PM +Antonio Cruz +Bemardo Atehortua +Marcos Daza

Sunday, September 17 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Domingo 17 de Septiembre XXIV Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Tuesday, September 19 Martes 19 de Septiembre

11AM +Mary Runstedler 12PM

Wednesday, September 20 St. Andrew Kim Tae-Gon & Miércoles 20 de Septiembre San Andrés Kim Taegon &
St. Paul Chong Ha-Sang San Pablo Chong Hasang

11AM +Erich Barth 12PM

Thursday, September 21 St. Matthew Jueves 21 de Septiembre San Mateo

11AM 12PM

Friday, September 22 Viernes 22 de Septiembre

11AM 12PM +lrene Pudelek, +Manuel Alba & Intenciones de Pilar Alba

Saturday, September 23 Sabado 23 de Septiembre

5PM +Marie & Lee Fortney 7PM +Luz Marina Tabares

Sunday, September 24 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Domingo 24 de Septiembre XXV Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Rosario Meditado: Durante el mes de octubre todo los sabados se tendra un Rosario a
las 11:00 a.m. Estan todos cordialmente invitados.

Encuentro de Oracion: La Hermana Aracely Lartategui estard ofreciendo una
introduccién quincenal a diversos caminos de oracion, comenzando este sabado 23 de
septiembre a las 6pm.

St. John’s Parish, Annual Meeting for Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion, and Ministers of Hospitality takes place on Wednesday,
September 20" in the church.

Evening Prayer starts at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting to follow. This is an opportunity for us to
come together for prayer and an informative meeting. If you are interested in joining any of
these Ministries, please contact the parish office 519-745-7855. You are most welcome to
attend the upcoming meeting.

St. John’s Catholic Women’s League Nearly New Sale and Silent

Auction, in the parish hall. Toys, books, puzzles, household goods and much more!
¥ Proceeds support Canadian Food for Children, St. Vincent de Paul, Canadian Northern
Missions, Save a Family Plan, Marillac Place, and parish needs. Saturday September
23, 9:00 am — 1:00 pm and Sunday September 24, 10:00 am — 1:00 pm.

Household items would be appreciated for donation, no shoes, no clothes please. If interested in
donating an item to the Silent Auction, contact Wende Bedirian 226-972-0341 or Sarah
Hutchinson 519-404-7734. Drop off times for donations: Thursday September 21 and Friday
September 22 between 6:00 — 8:00 pm. Enter the parish hall at sidewalk level off Waverly
Road.

The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is Saturday September 30. The
annual "Every Child Matters Walk" will begin at 10 am at The Healing of the Seven
Generations (H7G), 300 Frederick Street, and proceed to a rally in Victoria Park. A bus will
be available from H7G to the rally for those with mobility needs. Ahead of the walk, Mass for
Reconciliation will be offered at 9 am at St Anne Parish. Following Mass, all are invited
to walk up East Ave. to join the walk. This Mass is offered as a joint effort of St Anne and St
Joseph parishes. Please join us in prayer and action as we work to answer the Calls to
Action in the TRC.



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Forgiveness. It seems like a relatively simple concept, doesn’t
it? We ask our merciful Father for it every day when we pray the
Our Father: “... forgive us our trespasses...” Then reality hits, as
we remember the second part of that phrase: “...as we forgive
those who trespass against us ...” As we forgive others. Oh, that
long, hard road of forgiveness! Easier said than done. Some-
times those old sayings have some merit, don’t they? And when
we look at today’s readings, there is nothing cryptic about them:
forgive not seven times but seventy-seven times, let go of wrath
and anger, forgive your brother and sister from your heart. Yes,
forgiveness is a simple concept, but it’s not easy. Perhaps the
answer is to re-read today’s Scriptures and ask the Holy Spirit to
give us the strength to put in the hard work if there is someone
in our lives to whom we need to offer our heartfelt forgiveness.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Bishop Robert Barron, in his Word on Fire Bible on the Gos-
pels, has four suggestions related to this Gospel on how to
become “a better forgiver.” The one that stood out to me
immediately is “forgive offenses quickly.” Don’t let them fes-
ter and “settle deeply into your psyche.” This seems like very
sage advice because we can all have a tendency to “stew”
about things that are bothering us, which rarely makes them
better. Bishop Barron’s other suggestions are: Pay attention
to your own sins, go to confessions regularly, and offer for-
giveness through a concrete act or sign. Which brings us back
to the simplicity of it all: God will always forgive us, so we
must always forgive others. Doesn’t it make sense that to live
in the house of our merciful Father, we must emulate him and
have loving hearts rather than vengeful hearts?

PRAY Examine your heart and take a hard look at whether
you are holding on to a wrong that was committed against
you. Take it to God in prayer. The more we open our hearts to
forgive others, the more at peace we can be. Ponder the last
words of today’s reading from Sirach:

Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor;
remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults.




