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UN SIGNO SANTO

XXII DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO — 3 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 2023

El pasaje evangélico de hoy (cfr. Mt 16, 21-27) esta unido al del domingo pasado (cfr. Mt 16, 13-20).
Después de que Pedro, en nombre también de los otros discipulos, ha profesado la fe en Jesis como
Mesias e Hijo de Dios, Jesis mismo empieza a hablar de su pasion. A lo largo del camino hacia Jerusalén,
explica abiertamente a sus amigos lo que le espera al final en la ciudad santa: preanuncia su misterio de
muerte y de resurreccién, de humillacién y de gloria. Dice que debera «sufrir mucho por causa de los
ancianos, los jefes de los sacerdotes y los maestros de la ley; que lo matarian y al tercer dia
resucitaria» (Mt 16, 21). Pero sus palabras no son comprendidas, porque los discipulos tienen una fe
todavia inmadura y demasiado unida a la mentalidad de este mundo (cfr. Rm 12, 2). Ellos piensan en una
victoria demasiado terrena, y por eso no entienden el lenguaje de la cruz.

Frente a la perspectiva de que JesUs pueda fracasar y morir en la cruz, el mismo Pedro se rebela y le dice:
«Dios no lo quiera, Sefior; no te ocurrird eso» (v. 22). Cree en Jesis —Pedro es asi—, tiene fe, cree en
Jesus, cree; le quiere seguir, pero no acepta que su gloria pase a través de la pasion. Para Pedro y los otros
discipulos —ipero también para nosotros!— la cruz es algo incdmodo, la cruz es un “escandalo”, mientras
que J,es(Js considera “escandalo” el huir de la cruz, que seria como eludir la voluntad del Padre, a la misidn
que El le ha encomendado para nuestra salvacion. Por esto Jesus responde a Pedro: «iPonte detras de mi,
Satanas! Eres para mi un obstaculo, porque tus pensamientos no son como los de Dios, sino como los de
los hombres» (v. 23). Diez minutos antes, Jesus ha alabado a Pedro, le ha prometido ser la base de su
Iglesia, el fundamento; diez minutos después le llama “Satanas”. ¢éCdmo se entiende esto? iNos sucede a
todos! En los momentos de devocion, de fervor, de buena voluntad, de cercania al prdjimo, miramos a
Jesus y vamos adelante; pero en los momentos en los que viene la cruz, huimos. El diablo, Satandas —como
dice Jesus a Pedro— nos tienta. Es propio del espiritu malo, es propio del diablo alejarnos de la cruz, de la
cruz de Jesus.

Dirigiéndose después a todos, Jesus afade: «Si alguno quiere venir detras de mi, que renuncie a si mismo,
cargue con su cruz, y me siga» (v. 24). De este modo El indica el camino del verdadero discipulo,
mostrando dos actitudes. La primera es «renunciar a si mismos», que no significa un cambio superficial,
sino una conversion, una inversion de mentalidad y de valores. La otra actitud es la de tomar la cruz. No se
trata solo de soportar con paciencia las tribulaciones cotidianas, sino de llevar con fe y responsabilidad esa
parte de cansancio, esa parte de sufrimiento que la lucha contra el mal conlleva. La vida de los cristianos es
siempre una lucha. La Biblia dice que la vida del creyente es una milicia: luchar contra el espiritu malo,
luchar contra el Mal.

Asi el compromiso de “tomar la cruz” se convierte en participacion con Cristo en la salvacion del mundo.
Pensando en esto, hagamos que la cruz colgada en la pared de casa, o esa pequena que llevamos al cuello,
sea signo de nuestro deseo de unirnos a Cristo en el servir con amor a los hermanos, especialmente a los
mas pequeiios y fragiles. La cruz es signo santo del Amor de Dios, es signo del Sacrificio de Jesus, y no
debe ser reducida a objeto supersticioso o joya ornamental. Cada vez que fijemos la mirada en la imagen
de Cristo crucificado, pensemos que El, como verdadero Siervo del Sefior, ha cumplido su mision dando la
vida, derramando su sangre para la remision de los pecados. Y no nos dejemos llevar a la otra parte, en la
tentacion del Maligno. Por consiguiente, si queremos ser sus discipulos, estamos llamados a imitarlo,
gastando sin reservas nuestra vida por amor de Dios y del préjimo.

La Virgen Maria, unida a su Hijo hasta el calvario, nos ayude a no retroceder frente a las pruebas y a los
sufrimientos que el testimonio del Evangelio conlleva para todos nosotros.

PAPA FRANCISCO — 30 de Agosto del 2020



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

| am glad | was duped. Yep, the illusionist in the show we attended had me fooled
into seeing something one way and it turns out it was completely false. The show
was entertaining, and worth the time and expense we invested to enjoy it. And

... it may be the only circumstance where the word “duped” can be used in the
same sentence as “glad.” That certainly wasn’t Jeremiah’s experience! His prayer
reflects frustration and hurt, and even a little bit of disgust at how he has been

treated because of the Lord: “I say to myself, | will not mention him, | will speak in
his name no more.” But then, even in his discontent and disillusion, he holds on to
the truth. For right after this rebellious admission, he confesses that the need to
prophesy “becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; | grow
weary holding it in, | cannot endure it.” He knows he was never really duped -
there was no lie from the Lord. And the fact is, he believes and trusts in the Lord
enough to pray to him in the first place; even in his prayer of lament he is praising
the Lord as God and redeemer. Jeremiah’s example is a good one for us: Never
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lose sight of the Lord as our God. Pray to him; give over our frustrations to him;
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and allow him to be the fire burning in our heart that we cannot quench.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Reading today’s Gospel leaves me feeling awkward and even embarrassed for
St. Peter. Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, calling the first pope Satan and
telling Peter to get behind him - super embarrassing, especially when Peter
had good intentions in trying to protect Jesus. What’s the old saying, “The
road to hell is paved with good intentions”? There’s another axiom, a little less
dire but just as pointed: “People judge you by your actions, not your inten-
tions. You may have a heart of gold, but so does a hard-boiled egg.” Inten-
tions matter - but how we enact and employ those intentions are important,
too. Christ tells us in today’s Gospel, “Whoever wishes to come after me must
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” Faith in God, believing in his
promises, and wanting to obey his commandments are wonderful and essen-
tial - and they are the foundation of a life lived for Christ. But they are not the
entirety of it, and while denying ourselves and taking up our cross is never
easy, it is necessary. “What profit would there by for one to gain the whole
world and forfeit his life?” Christ asks. Let’s pray for the grace of pure inten-
tions and the strength to live them in service to the Lord.

PRAY Heavenly Father, uncover my eyes and reveal any obstacles keeping me
from thinking as you do. Give me the courage to overcome these obstacles, and
grant me the strength to take up my cross and follow you, even in the face of
difficulty. | ask this through your Son, Christ our Lord.



Daily Masses Announcement: Father Francisco Cruz will be on the Annual Priests'
Seminar next week. There will be no Mass Tuesday, Sep. 5", Wednesday Sep. 6" and
Thursday Sep. 7. There will be no Sacrament of Reconciliation during those days.

Friday September 8" will be English Mass as usual, at 11:00 am.

Anuncio de Misas durante la semana: El padre Francisco estara atendiendo a la
Reunion Anual de Formacién para Sacerdotes a partir del martes 5 hasta el Jueves 7 de
septiembre. No habra Misa ni sacramento de Reconciliacion durante estos tres dias.

Youth Ministers Retreat: The annual Youth Ministers’ Retreat for the Diocese of
Hamilton will be held the weekend of Friday, September 22" to Sunday, September 24™ at
Mount Mary Retreat Centre. The retreat is open to all those who minister to young people
within the diocese. Information and registration about the retreat can be found at https://
hamiltondiocese.com/ or contacting youthministry@hamiltondiocese.com.
g auction in support of St. Vincent de Paul will take place after the meeting. Please
bring a new, wrapped gift (value $5-$10) for the auction. Our Nearly New Sale and
Silent Auction fundraiser is set for Saturday September 23 and Sunday September
24. Please set aside any of your unwanted treasures to donate to the sale. Details to follow
closer to the date. In the meantime, if you are willing to donate a new item for the Silent

Auction, please contact Wende at wendebedirian@gmail.com or 226-972-0341, or Sarah at
sarahhutchinson193@gmail.com.

St. John’s Catholic Women’s League General Meeting will take
place in the parish hall, Tuesday September 12", 7:00 p.m. Fun! Fellowship!
Refreshments! If you are considering a CWL membership or just want to
experience a Catholic Women’s League meeting, please join us. Our annual

Deemerton Cemetery Mass: A Cemetery Mass at St. Ignatius in Deemerton is planned
for Sunday, September 17 at 3 pm. Mass will be in the cemetery, weather permitting. Please
bring lawn chairs. Fr. Ed Hinspserger will celebrate the Mass, and a reception will follow in
the hall (please bring a lunch). We hope many of you will plan to attend and enjoy visiting with
everyone. FYI: the roads between Mildmay and Deemerton are being repaired. It's suggested
to take the road before Mildmay to get to Deemerton. Donations to St. Ignatius Formation
Centre at Deemerton would be greatly appreciated.

Receipts will be provided for donations over $20. Thank you for your support!

ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, September 2
5PM +Beatris Black
Sunday, September 3 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, September 5

11AM No Mass

Wednesday, September 6

11AM No Mass

Thursday, September 7

11AM No Mass

Friday, September 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
11AM +Sister Mary Constance

Saturday, September 9

5PM +Jeanne Douville Berdard +Beth Zister +William Dombroskie
Sunday, September 10 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased

HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL
Sabado 2 de Septiembre
7PM +Antonio Cruz +Pablo Bonilla +Jhon Harold Bonilla
Domingo 3 de Septiembre XXl Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Martes 5 de Septiembre
12PM No hay Misa
Miércoles 6 de Septiembre
12PM No hay Misa
Jueves 7 de Septiembre
12PM No hay Misa
Viernes 8 de Septiembre Natividad de la Santisima Virgen Maria
12PM +Antonio Cruz
Sabado 9 de Septiembre
7PM +Domingo Palacios
Domingo 10 de Septiembre XXl Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial




