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LA SEMILLA QUE DIOS TE OFRECE

XV DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO — 16 DE JULIO, 2023

En el Evangelio de este domingo (cfr. Mt 13,1-23) Jesls cuenta a una gran multitud la parabola —que
todos conocemos bien— del sembrador, que lanza la semilla en cuatro tipos diferentes de terreno. La
Palabra de Dios, representada por las semillas, no es una Palabra abstracta, sino que es Cristo mismo, el
Verbo del Padre que se ha encarnado en el vientre de Maria. Por lo tanto, acoger la Palabra de Dios quiere
decir acoger la persona de Cristo, el mismo Cristo.

Hay distintas maneras de recibir la Palabra de Dios. Podemos hacerlo como un camino, donde en seguida
vienen los pajaros y se comen las semillas. Esta seria la distraccion, un gran peligro de nuestro tiempo.
Acosados por tantos chismorreos, por tantas ideologias, por las continuas posibilidades de distraerse dentro
y fuera de casa, se puede perder el gusto del silencio, del recogimiento, del didlogo con el Sefior, tanto
como para correr el riesgo de perder la fe, de no acoger la Palabra de Dios. Estamos viendo todo,
distraidos por todo, por las cosas mundanas.

Otra posibilidad: podemos acoger la Palabra de Dios como un pedregal, con poca tierra. Alli la semilla brota
en seguida, pero también se seca pronto, porque no consigue echar raices en profundidad. Es la imagen de
aquellos que acogen la Palabra de Dios con entusiasmo momentaneo pero que permanece superficial, no
asimila la Palabra de Dios. Y asi, ante la primera dificultad, pensemos en un sufrimiento, una turbacion de
la vida, esa fe todavia débil se disuelve, como se seca la semilla que cae en medio de las piedras.

Podemos, también —una tercera posibilidad de la que Jesus habla en la parabola—, acoger la Palabra de
Dios como un terreno donde crecen arbustos espinosos. Y las espinas son el engafio de la riqueza, del
éxito, de las preocupaciones mundanas... Ahi la Palabra crece un poco, pero se ahoga, no es fuerte, muere
0 no da fruto.

Finalmente —la cuarta posibilidad— podemos acogerla como el terreno bueno. Aqui, y solamente aqui la
semilla arraiga y da fruto. La semilla que cae en este terreno fértil representa a aquellos que escuchan la
Palabra, la acogen, la guardan en el corazodn y la ponen en practica en la vida de cada dia.

La parabola del sembrador es un poco la “madre” de todas las parabolas, porque habla de la escucha de la
Palabra. Nos recuerda que la Palabra de Dios es una semilla que en si misma es fecunda y eficaz; y Dios la
esparce por todos lados con generosidad, sin importar el desperdicio. iAsi es el corazén de Dios! Cada uno
de nosotros es un terreno sobre el que cae la semilla de la Palabra, isin excluir a nadie! La Palabra es dada
a cada uno de nosotros. Podemos preguntarnos: yo, équé tipo de terreno soy? éMe parezco al camino, al
pedregal, al arbusto? Pero, si queremos, podemos convertirnos en terreno bueno, labrado y cultivado con
cuidado, para hacer madurar la semilla de la Palabra. Esta ya presente en nuestro corazon, pero hacerla
fructificar depende de nosotros, depende de la acogida que reservamos a esta semilla. A menudo estamos
distraidos por demasiados intereses, por demasiados reclamos, y es dificil distinguir, entre tantas voces y
tantas palabras, la del Sefor, la Unica que hace libre. Por esto es importante acostumbrarse a escuchar la
Palabra de Dios, a leerla. Y vuelvo, una vez mas, a ese consejo: llevad siempre con vosotros un pequefio
Evangelio, una edicion de bolsillo del Evangelio, en el bolsillo, en el bolso... Y asi, leed cada dia un
fragmento, para que estéis acostumbrados a leer la Palabra de Dios, y entender bien cual es la semilla que
Dios te ofrece, y pensar con qué tierra la recibo.

La Virgen Maria, modelo perfecto de tierra buena y fértil, nos ayude, con su oracidén, a convertirnos en
terreno disponible sin espinas ni piedras, para que podamos llevar buenos frutos para nosotros y para
nuestros hermanos.
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GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

At Mass with my family recently, my five-year-old daughter caught the
last four words of the mystery of faith as if she was hearing them for
the first time. She was bursting with excitement as we finished saying,
“We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection, until
you come again.” She turned to me and said, “Mom! We said, ‘until

you come again.’ Does that mean Jesus is coming back? He’s coming
HERE?” What a lovely, emotion-filled response to learning that truth.
She has heard those words countless times, but this time she heard the
truth behind them. Her soul has been made for relationship with God
from her time in the womb. The Holy Spirit has been preparing her to
receive those words when she was ready to hear them in their fullness,
and as the responsorial psalm proclaimed: “The seed that falls on good
ground will yield a fruitful harvest.” For those in the young, challenging
years when it may seem easier to leave the little ones at home rather
than take them to Mass, let’s remember what we are told in the first
reading from Isaiah. “Thus says the Lord: ... my word shall not return to
me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which | sent it.”

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

How often do you find yourself listening to a friend or family member
not to really hear what they are saying, but to plan your response? Do
we do that while we pray as well? Sometimes | catch myself praying
with an inner monologue behind it, deciding how | want that prayer
to be answered. Now all of this may not be exactly what Jesus meant
when he said, “This is why | speak to them in parables, because they
look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand,” but it is
worth exploring. When we are so anxious to get our words in - either
to another person, or to God, we’re not really being the rich soil that
the other’s words deserve. We’re not even the rocky ground or the
thorny path of which the Lord speaks; we’re more like a giant rubber
wall off of which the words bounce! Let’s take some time to consider
how our practice of listening and receiving others, including the Lord,
is preparing us (or not) for the return of Jesus. And if there is room to
improve, now is a good time to do it.

PRAY Lord, Jesus Christ, prepare my heart and my soul so that your
words and your desires for my life will not fall on rocky soil. Give me
the strength to be a Godly sower to all | encounter, especially my
family, so your glory will be revealed. Amen.



PRAYER FOR THE THIRD WORLD DAY
FOR GRANDPARENTS AND
THE ELDERLY 2023

Virgin Mary, Mother of faith and hope,
an example for this humanity bent by indifference,
make me as willing as You
to accept the will of God,
to magnify and praise His Mercy.

Mary, Mother of fortitude, you who knows my heart,
do not allow me to become discouraged.
I confidently surrender my life into your hands.
Heal my wounds.
May your tenderness accompany me on the way.

Your presence, Mother of love, brings us to experience the
joy of seeing our families united.
Help me to transmit the tenderness and Love of God
to the grandchildren and youth
so that, in addition to praying for them,
we can pray with them.

Mary, may the gift of the Holy Spirit intercede for me:
sustain my weakness;
breathe into my heart the consolation
that [ may leave traces of faith among the young,
bearing witness to the beauty of life,
knowing that life has a limit
and that beyond it lies before us our Father's embrace.

Amen.
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The Third World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly: will be on July 23,
2023, will have the theme, "His mercy is from age to age” (Lk 1. 50). This verse
reminds us that God's mercy is manifested in history through the testimonies of
those who have experienced it and passed it on to their children and grandchildren.
Grandparents and the elderly are called to carry this mercy, to tell through words
and life how God has been faithful to His promises and how He continues to love
His people. They are also called to receive God's mercy, and to allow themselves to
be comforted by His fatherly love that never abandons them. The World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly is an occasion to once again express with joy that the
Church wants to celebrate together with those whom the Lord - as the Bible says -
has given “a full life”.

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Ill World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly and more information at http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/
laityfamilylife/en/eventi/2023/iii-giornata-mondiale-dei-nonni-e-degli-anziani.html

Hoping that the third World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will help create a
fruitful dialogue between the young and the old, we send cordial greetings in the
Lord.

Marian Residence Retirement Home
Are you looking for a Catholic retirement home to live in? Then come and visit the
Marian Residence Retirement home, owned and operated by the SOLI Sisters. We
have furnished rooms available. For an information package or to book a tour,
please email info@marianresidence.ca.

Horario de oficina de Verano
La oficina estara abierta los martes,

miércoles y jueves de 8:30 a.m. a
12:00 p.m.

|
. Parish Office Summer Hours ||
| For the months or July and August, the ! |
 Parish  Office will be open Tuesday, ||
| Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 am to i |
| 12:00 noon. l |
I
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ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, July 15
5PM +Leonard De Dieu

HORARIO DE MISAS EN ESPANOL
Sabado 15 de julio
7PM +Maurice Shular +Robert Hintz +M* Antonia Gémez

Sunday, July 16 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, July 18

11AM +Herbert Bierhals

Wednesday, July 19

11AM

Thursday, July 20

11AM Intentions of Briget Bierhals

Friday, July 21

11AM

Saturday, July 22

5PM +Len De Dieu

Sunday, July 23 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9AM For All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Domingo 16 de julio XV Domingo Ordinario
11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial
Martes 18 de julio

12PM +Angel Rojas
Miércoles 19 de julio
12PM

Jueves 20 de julio

12PM

Viernes 21 de julio

12PM

Sabado 22 de julio

7PM

Domingo 23 de julio XVI Domingo Ordinario
11AM Por la Comunidad Parroquial




